
Tex. R. Civ. P. 227. CHALLENGE TO JUROR 

A challenge to a particular juror is either a challenge for a cause or a peremptory 
challenge. The court shall decide without delay any such challenge, and if sustained, the 
juror shall be discharged from the particular case. Either such challenge may be made 
orally on the formation of a jury to try the case. 
 

Tex. R. Civ. P. 228.  “CHALLENGE FOR CAUSE” DEFINED 

A challenge for cause is an objection made to a juror, alleging some fact which by law 
disqualifies him to serve as a juror in the case or in any case, or which in the opinion of 
the court, renders him an unfit person to sit on the jury. Upon such challenge the 
examination is not confined to the answers of the juror, but other evidence may be heard 
for or against the challenge. 

Tex. R. Civ. P. 229.  CHALLENGE FOR CAUSE 

When twenty-four or more jurors, if in the district court, or twelve or more, if in the county 
court, are drawn, and the lists of their names delivered to the parties, if either party desires 
to challenge any juror for cause, the challenge shall then be made. The name of a juror 
challenged and set aside for cause shall be erased from such list. 

 

Tex. R. Civ. P. 232.  MAKING PEREMPTORY CHALLENGES 

If there remain on such lists not subject to challenge for cause, twenty-four names, if in 
the district court, or twelve names, if in the county court, the parties shall proceed to make 
their peremptory challenges. A peremptory challenge is made to a juror without assigning 
any reason therefore. 

Tex. R. Civ. P. 233.  NUMBER OF PEREMPTORY CHALLENGES 

Except as provided below, each party to a civil action is entitled to six peremptory 
challenges in a case tried in the district court, and to three in the county court. 

Alignment of the Parties. In multiple party cases, it shall be the duty of the trial judge to 
decide whether any of the litigants aligned on the same side of the docket are antagonistic 
with respect to any issue to be submitted to the jury, before the exercise of peremptory 
challenges. 
 
Definition of Side. The term “side” as used in this rule is not synonymous with “party,” 
“litigant,” or “person.” Rather, “side” means one or more litigants who have common 
interests on the matters with which the jury is concerned. 



 
Motion to Equalize. In multiple party cases, upon motion of any litigant made prior to 
the exercise of peremptory challenges, it shall be the duty of the trial judge to equalize 
the number of peremptory challenges so that no litigant or side is given unfair advantage 
as a result of the alignment of the litigants and the award of peremptory challenges to each 
litigant or side. In determining how the challenges should be allocated the court shall 
consider any matter brought to the attention of the trial judge concerning the ends of 
justice and the elimination of an unfair advantage. 
 

Tex. R. Civ. P. 234. LISTS RETURNED TO THE CLERK 

When the parties have made or declined to make their peremptory challenges, they shall 
deliver their lists to the clerk. The clerk shall, if the case be in the district court, call off 
the first twelve names on the lists that have not been erased; and if the case be in the couty 
court, he shall call off the first six names on the lists that have not been erased; those 
whose names are called shall be the jury. 

 

Tex. R. Civ. P. 236.  OATH TO JURY 

The jury shall be sworn by the court or under its direction, in substance as follows: “You, 
and each of you, do solemnly swear that in all cases between parties which shall be to you 
submitted, you will a true verdict render, according to the law, as it may be given you in 
charge by the court, and to the evidence submitted to you under the rulings of the court. 
So help you God.” 

 

 


